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April 2009  

 

South African Guitarist Comes To Jersey 

 

Children at a Jersey school will have an unusual music lesson in May, when they are 

visited by award-winning South African guitarist Tony Cox. 

An acoustic guitarist who has won three South African music awards, Tony Cox will be 

visiting Les Quennevais School on Friday 1 May to teach pupils about the techniques he 

uses for playing. 

He is in Jersey to perform at Jersey Arts Centre on Saturday 2 May, and has agreed to 

give the lesson while he is here. The concert will also raise money for the charity that he 

supports, the Nelson Mandela Children's Fund.  

Karin Vincent, who is organising his trip, said: “Tony may not be well known in Jersey, 

but he is an amazing musician with a huge following in South Africa and around the 

world. Although hard to describe, his music is easy to appreciate and uniquely beautiful; 

it’s a mosaic that incorporates all of the evocative and infectious rhythms, delicate 

patterns and varying styles of his homeland, along with classical, folk and many other 

influences.  

“He has released many recordings of his own compositions, plays all over the world, and 

it is fantastic to have someone of his calibre come to Jersey. I am sure that the children 

that he teaches will learn a huge amount and be inspired to play.” 

Tony Cox was born in Zimbabwe and lived in Cape Town and Johannesburg before 

moving to the UK, from where he tours the world, primarily in Europe, Canada and the 

USA. 

Claire Reid, Director of Marketing & Communications at Standard Bank said: “We are 

committed to supporting the Arts in the communities in which we operate.  The Bank has 
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strong roots in South Africa, and so it was natural for us to support Tony’s visit to Jersey. 

I hope that this visit gives Islanders a flavour of the music culture that South Africa has.” 

Ends 

NOTES TO EDITOR 

For more information, and to arrange interviews, please call Alex Mallinson on 01534 
735253, or email alex@directinput.je  

 
Standard Bank 
 
 
Standard Bank is a leading African banking group focused on emerging markets 
globally.  It has been a mainstay of South Africa's financial system for over 145 years, 
and now spans 17 countries across the African continent.  Its international expansion 
has taken it to 19 countries outside Africa including Brazil, Russia and China.  The 
bank’s headquarters are in Johannesburg and it is listed on the Johannesburg Stock 
Exchange. 

The Standard Bank Offshore Group has offices in Jersey, Isle of Man and Mauritius and 
provides a range of services for private and corporate clients including banking, wealth 
management, trust and company administration, asset management, investment 
services and fund administration. 

Key facts and figures  
·  Standard Bank Group assets of approximately US$162 billion (December 2008) 
·  Market Capitilisation of approximately US$14 billion (December 2008) 
·  Present in 36 countries around the world 
·  Employs more than 50,000 people world-wide (including Liberty) 
 
For further information www.standardbank.com/wealth 
 

About Tony Cox 

Born in Zimbabwe, Tony Cox moved with his family to South Africa in the late 1960s 
having absorbed the traditional African styles of his birthplace. This grounding in the 
African way of creating music was assimilated with the many influences that touched him 
when the family settled in Cape Town. He developed an eclectic approach to his 
compositional style, seeing very little worth in confining himself to a particular genre. 
Many years before it became acceptable for a white boy to outwardly demonstrate a love 
for African music and indeed dangerous to do so, all his early compositions were infused 
with an African flavour. 
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He wrote many songs with powerful anti-apartheid themes, such as The Lions’ Roar 
about the inevitable retribution that would befall the then South African government; or 
the Easy See, a song about avoiding being conscripted into the SA army at all costs. 
These songs were never allowed to be broadcast on the radio but that did not stop Cox 
from belting them out at every performance, invoking some strong and sometimes 
violent reactions from conservative whites in his audience. 

Eventually Tony’s love of the guitar won out and he dropped singing altogether to 
concentrate on writing instrumental music for the acoustic guitar. In his time as a 
recording artist, Cox has won three South African Music Awards (SAMA), all in the ‘best 
instrumental’ category. It is a category he dominates in the country. He now resides in 
the UK, tours world-wide as a solo artist and has recently released his album The Best 
of Tony Cox in Canada where he performs regularly. 

 

The Nelson Mandela Children's Fund  

The fund strives to change the way society treats its children and youth. In the pursuit of 
its vision, and in order to ensure that the legacy of its founder, Nelson Mandela, is 
secured in perpetuity, the Nelson Mandela Children's Fund will: 

· Develop partnerships and initiate programmes which empower and improve the well-
being of children and youth;  

· Promote the rights of children and youth through the influence of public policy and 
social awareness; and  

· Sustain these initiatives through the development of a sound financial and knowledge 
support base. 


